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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 101ST AIRBORFE DIVISION IN THE
. NORMANDE LANDIEG 5-10 JUNE 1944 (NORMANDY CAMPAIGH)
General Subject Monograph

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION | |
| This nﬂnogfaph covers the operations of the
101st Airborne Division in the invasion of Normandy dur-
ing the period 5-10 Jume 1944, I
To oriemt the reader, a brief discussion will
be made of the major events which contributed to this
action. | | |
The firet U. 5. ~ British plans for a cross
channel invasion ﬁere drswn up in the eariy months of
19427and were knowa as Operation Roumdup, This plan call-
ed for an invasion date of 1 April 1943, with an emergency
date of 15 September 1942, ‘The emergency plan was Xnown
as Sledgehammer, It was not to have been put into effect
unless the Russlan situation became desperate, (1)
A second plan, known as Toreh, ealling for
- the invasion of North Afriea in Hovember, 1942,!&3
actually executed, ‘ L '
| The invasion of Sicily came in July, 1943,
in execution of Operatien Husky. Later in the san§ yeaﬁ,
our forees gained a foothold on the Italian hainlana.
| While operations in the Mediterransan were
underway,\plans for the 1944 ch@nnel erossing eontinued
to take shape., The deecision té invade France was nade
&t & Washington Conferenee in May, 1943, attended by
Fresident Roosevelt, Prime Uinister Churchill and the
Chiefs of Staff, (2) o




In July, 1943, the initial draft of the plan
for the Invasion of France, kmown as Operation Overlerd,
was approved, It ealled far & landing between Le Havre
and the cherbdurg Peninsuls, Subsequently, General
Eisenhower ealled for the increase of thellahding beach: -
areas, which resulted im the addition or Utah.Beaeh to
previously ‘melected sites, (3)
. - Invaslon plans ealled for the liberation of
France, Belgium aand Hollend, after the chammel srossing
~ to France sometime in Tume. Until fﬁen; the United States
" had been at war for mearly three years and was engaged
in ground eombat in the Heﬂiterrahean and Pacifie areas,
Germany had been atrwar for five years., Its ground forges
were diapersed on three fronts, the largest nnmhef fighting
against Russia, & smaller group in Italy and the Balkans,
with the balance im defemsive positions scattered through-
out Europe, Hitler braggéd that his defemses on the north-
west coast of Europe were impregnabdle, By June, 1944,
the Germans had lost control of the air and of the coastal
waters, A year of strategie bonﬁing by the allies had
erippled Germany's War Industiry as well as 1ts air forse,
k The invasion was designed to eonoiude the thirﬂ_
phase of the grand strategy of the allies, The first phase
had been to hold the enemy, ’éhé second %o drive himf rom the

offenaive t01ierensive and the third was to take the offen-
sive and defeat him, (4)

THE GENERAL SITUATION

_ By June, 1944 the German defenses along the'
Eotantin Paninsnla. in the northwest section of Franee,
were rnrmidable, but as the 1nrasian proved, not impreg-
nable, Due to their dispersion and heavy losses, the
enemy was unable to adeduately defend the entire coast,

{3) a-1, p, 52
(4) 4-3,
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They planned their prinoipsl defense line to be the line

of beaches, Moblle ‘reservea wers t0 be in position to

| sounterattack at any coastal poimt, Beagh defenses were

- to be proteeted by conerete and armor in proportion to their
proximity to our alr and naval bases, Their air and naval
bases and headquartara were to be protected in case of air
or airborne attack, The Germans made extensive use of
obhstasles of all kinds 1neluﬁiﬁfg minefields, inundations,
walls, underwater obstacles, and anti-air Randiwg obstas-
les, The low lying growmad behind Utah Beach was flooded
as well as the marshy valleys of the Douve end Teute Rivers
at the base of the Cotentin Pemimsula, Anti-sir landing
obstacles were construsted aa early February, 1944,

These consisted largely of poles six (6) inches thiek and
eight (8) or more feet in helght extending above the grownd,
A series of aerial photographs, taken just befors the
invasion, indieated a _ét—ua.ding 'or stakes and peles on
Possible pavachute and glider landing fields,  These
anti-alr landing obstacles were imsomplete on D day and-
were not very effective,

Sixteen coa.sta:l.' bafteriea,averaging to_f_a.r to si;'c
guns, were registered fo fire in the ueii;;gfaZSauI‘L :;-éa. _
Nost of the battgries were 75-105 millemeters, however,
there were two (2) batteries of 155mm gons, one 170 mm
and ome 210mm battery. A mumber of the batteries were
put out of aetion before the lan&.ing by elther the imtemsive
air benbardﬂent or sea bombardment im the initial stages of
the landing., (5)

On D day, the 709th German Infantry Divisien,
was garrisoned in Cherbourg and the western tip of the
Cotentin Feninsula, The 243rd Gem‘ Infantry Divigion
was stationed nerth of La Haye du Pkita, garrisoning the
northwest coast of the peninsula,

(5) A4, p, 58
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The 352nd In:tantry Division ‘waa‘;stationed to
the east of Carentan., The 91at Division extended in

& northwesterly direotion from Carentan, The 6th
Paratroop Rifle Regiment was located southiwest of Carentan,

Adhering to the view of JFiei_d. Marshell Rommel be.the effect
$hat a.l.'l. reserves should be moved as close to the coast

as posaible, in May, 1944, the Germans moved the Zksk SS

Panzér Division). the 12th 85 Penzer Division‘mnd the 2nf.

Panger-Plvision*into Normendy, The twenty-first was
moved within ten miles of Caen and the other two to the
. P -
Alencon-Evreux region, (6) ((See Map @
me ANATYSIS
The Douve River is the dominant terrain feature

of the south. of the Cotemiin Peninsula, It fogether
with the Merderet River drains the major portion of the

| Peninsuia, It flows south and southeast then turms fo the

gea, Neither river has high banks, Thelr widths do mot
present imsurmountable obstacles, The rivers flow through

flat bottom lands and meadows,

% A lock a.nd dsm at La Barquette, Juat north ot

~ e

N
Carentan ,controls the drainage of noat of the 'bottaa la.naa.

High tide finds the low marshlanﬂ.a of_the Douve and Mer-
deret below sea 1e_vel., By opening the locks, the aur-
rounding lands can be converted into shallow lskes, which
soupled with water nea.déws and wmdrained swamp land of thq
Pra.iﬁﬁs Maresageuses to the south eould isolate the
Gatentiﬁ,‘//retricting all land teaffie to established
rouﬁes'through ca.rent.a:d and Pont L'Abbe on the east and to
‘& MATTOW strip o:t land between St. Ino d'ourville and St.
Sauveur de Pierre Pont on the we:t. Blooking of thess
routes and the seizure of the La Barquette loeks would
permit the establishment of an essily defended military

(6) A=4, P57%558




line in the south proteeting the rear and the west flank of

ferces pushing northward a.ga-inﬂ Cherbourg. (7) The
ipundated area extending for & mile behind the beaches
between the momth of the 301_11'@ end Quineville was alse of
military importance besause it restricted the exploitation
of the initial landing by esnalizing the advance from the
beach over marrow causeways and also facilitated the
enemy's defense of the area, (8)('3ee Map (B)
VA1 CORPS PLANS

 Neptune, the aaaa.nlt phase ot Opers.tien Gverlord._ :

salled for a simultanecus landing on two main \beaehea, ons

 designated Utah and the aiﬁher_ Omahs in the Pirat Army seotor
i which eomstituted the right ‘flank of the Allied Tnvasionm Plan,

The Vi1 Corpe, with the 4th Infantry Division makiig the
aveanlt by sea om Utah Beach and.- the 82nd and 10lst Airborne
‘Divisions landing by air in the rear of German aoaatdl ‘a.erenaéa,
was to eatablish a beachhead in the vieinity of Varreville,
'bhen proeeed on to capture Cherbourg. The Wﬁ éf
these two airborme umits in the same operation as the British
6th Airborme Division in the British Sector somstituted the

greatest use of tir‘bomé mits up to this time. ' The V Cerps ,

Inelnding the 'Plrst and Twenty-Ninth Divisions was to eatab-

liskh & beachhead near' §t, Laurent sur ¥er, The Flrat

Engineer Special Brigade was amsigned to assist the V11 Corpa

'By operating on shore the installations nécansarj to mpeed -
debarkation, supply and evaeustian.(sq :
The Vll Corps :mnaion ares ws.s selected because 1t
was felt that & landing on Cotentin proper would insure the
early oa.phré of the port of Cherbourg. The need for port .

capacity influenced tactieal planning,

The niuio:ng’ af the airbome mu %s to ssise

eraasingu or destiroy bhridges over the l[erd.eret aund Dourve

- Rivers and secure vital exits of caugseways leading inlsnd

A=4, p. “.“_ _
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- from the beaches across inundated areas thus raeilitatinc
the expansion of the beachhead by seaborme troops. The
airborne units were to be under First Army oon‘broi until
landing at which time fhey were +0 come under V1l Corps
eontrol. N |
| The V11 Corps plan of ep'e:c‘-a.tions, issued on 27
Mareh 1944, provided that the 10lst Airborme Division |
would land southeast of Ste Mere Bglise, destroy the briﬂges in
the vieinilty of Carentan and séize the orossings over the
Douve at Fomt L'Abbe and Benzeville la Bastille to protect
the southern flank of the V11 Corps east of St. Sa.wrenr-la
Vicomte. (100 A &' F7

- The B2nd Air‘bom Division was to land west of
S's. Sauveur le Vieomte and bloekx the aovanent of exmemy
reinforsements into the western half of th:e Peningula, .

" This plan for the eomittient of the airborme units was
Tevised whem 1t was leermed toward the end of May that the
G.eman 91st Infantry Division had moved inte the .Peni.nsula.,z )
thus eonsPituting a serious threat to an airborne landing,

A new order 1asued. 28 May 1944, assigned to the 82nd Air‘bem
Diviaion the task of seguring the westemrn. edge of the bridge-
head by the eapture of Ste, Mere Eglise, a key communieation
center,and by establishing deep bridgeheads over the Merderet
oh the two main roads westward of St. }!eré Eglisze. A-4 F /0

'_The 4th Infantry Division was to assanlt Utah Beach
at H hour,establish a beashhead then move twward Cherbourg
asaisted by the 90th Division which was to land on D plus 1,
The ninth Division was to land on D plus. 4, assélble in Corps
reperve and de prepared. for ojgerations toward the northwest,

NISSIONS OF TEE 101ST ATREORNE DIVISION A PO

Theslolst Airﬁeme Division, eompoaed of the 501st,
502116., 506th Parachute Regiments ana. the 327th Glider Infantry

(m) A-4, p.\?
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Reglment s were aaaignea the‘fnllowing miassiona:

1.

2o

B

Deatroy the enemy coastal b&ttery west of Ste Earttn
de Varre?ille. {502n4 Preht Int)

Seize the western edge of the 1nnnﬂatea area back |
of Utah ﬁaaeh. the exits of four roads from tﬁq
beach between Ste Martin de Varreville and Pouppe-
ville to permit the 4th Infantry Division to use the
csuseways at H Hour. (502nd and 506%h Parachute Infantry)
Bxits 2 and 4 woere assigned as ths miasion of the 35&
Battalion by the Regiment. | |

Eatablish a bridgehead south pr the Douve R;Ter to
Permit a drive toward Carentan o weld the Vil and

- ¥ Corps bdeachheads, (506th Preht. Inf.)

4,

6o

Te

8.

9.

Destroy the railroad and. highuay bridges northwest
of Carentam, (5012% Preht, Inf, less the 3rd Bn.)
Selze and hold the la Barquette loek snd establish
two bridgeheads over the Douve at Le Port, northeast
of Carentsn. (501st Proht, Inf)

Defend the lime of the Douve and Merderet Rivers
and prepare for denolitian two wooden bridges
leading from Carentan %o the sea., (506th and 50lst

‘Prcht. Inf,)

nop up & group of buildinga thought to be German
Artilliery quarters west of St. Martin de ?hrreville.
(502nd., Proht. Int.) |

Protect the southern flank of ths'vll Gorra; easf

of the Merderet,
After being relieved by the 4th Division in the beaeh

area, the 10lst was to'aaize Carentan and estadlish

| contaet with the Fifth Gorpn, thus ﬂuneatidattng the

Omaha and Utsh Beachheads, (11)

(11)

A=-4 4,
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HOVM! MS'
‘The 101st was scheduled to commence dropping at
E minus five hanra. At dawn, H minus 2, they were to be
reinforced by approzimately 150 glider troops rram.fift;
one GG 44 Gliders,earrying headquarters personnel, At duak,
H plus 1§, an additiomal 165 trooja in 32 horsa gliders were
to airive. eomposed of eoﬁﬁnnieatian-anﬁ,maﬂioll persennel,
‘Pathfinders were”to-yroeede the main elements by half an hour |
to mark the drop zones, of which there were three in the 101st
area, |
One battalion of the 327th Glider Infeutry Regiment
as well as the combat vehiscles of the Division were scheduled
to be landed during the first tide on Utah Beach. The remainder
of the Glider Infantry Regiment and the QM Transportation
were to be brought in during the seednd'tide.
The Division was té bé_reintoreed by the attachment
. of tanks of the 70th Tank Battalion, the 65th Armored Fleld
Artillery Battalion and & troop of the 4th Cavalry Resomnaiss-
anee Squadron, when thesé were ldndsd by sea, (12)
_ The 9th Air Foree was to provide protestion for the
oross ehanmel movement, After E hour the tactieal Air Forees
"were to be called to-anppért the ground troops im their advance

inland,
TRATNING OF THR 1013T ATRBORNE DIVISION IE ERGLAND
59:?3¥5' The ielat Airborne Division, which had been astiva-
;F\#J s ey
A ﬁtg 16 August 1942 at Camp Blaiborne; Louisiana, started 1ta
2 .
VC\“wJ trek to England in kugust 1943, after participatien 1n maneuvers

:““ 51n South Carolins sand War Games in Tennesaee in the early
X i; (»»‘= nanths of 1943, |

RPN
D,,T . e In England the training program of the Division

\quzw stressed physieal eonditioning, smgll unlt tectical training

‘3*" \3512) A-4, p. 17
n{\a\ . {
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and general subjects 1nalu¢ing among other subjeeils map
reading and first ald, Men were instrueted eight hours

per week im night operations and an hour & dey was devoted
to training in close combat, - Tiunty—tive mile marches were
frequently conducted. Special eourses were glvem 1in booby
traps, the Temoval of mimes and in pathfinder duties,

In Aﬁgust, 1943, a few of the higher ranXking
officers of the 10lst, ineluding Gemeral Lee, the Division
Commander and Colonel Millemer of Divieion Headquarters, were
acquainted.with the Wadham plan, whioh waarintendsd to decelve
| the enemy by ereating the 11lusion of an invesion. Some
experience in staff planning was derived as a result of this
plan,&thaugh its execution whiaﬁ lllegaaxyiaﬁin&xsdijune;ﬁtgsian
of the Brest Peninsula never materialized.

Operation Renkin. also ‘provided valuable experience
for those who worked out the planurfor its exeeution down to
eenpany’lefel. This operation was kmown to only a few
offieers and w@: to be earried out only in oase of a Eerann
'surrander before the !ormanﬁy Invasion.

Later a series of eoordinated exereises were scoN-
~ ducted in Engllnaqteﬁhrﬁﬁiicj‘tha?Btptunényhh;oaot Operation
Oferlora; The 10lst took part in three_practiee ozereises,
the firast of whick was kmowa aé_Besrer. It was held in
TOiqpxwg Devonshire. The terrain im thié loecality was very
similar to that existing on Utah beach. Though in this
exercise the troops were elther marched or trucked to thelr
similated drop zZomes, Aifficuliies in gaining coordimation
and eommunication with other pertielpating units was ensoun-
tered, | _
f A 1atei exercise, Tiger, condusted between 23-30
April, in the same area as Beaver, taught the need for more
detailed planning and eommuniéatian of informatiom to lower
units. Twe LSTa werec sunk by German ferpede boata in the |

cornduet of this'rehearsal.
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The Division's final dress rehearsal, Exercise
Eagle, was held May 9-12, Airborme troeps were moved to the
same airports from which they were later to take off im the
invesions Persormel and equipﬁent were ag far as possidle
loaded in the same sireraft in which they womld lster embark
for Normandy, The take offs, drops snd assembly areaa'we_’ro
pa‘bterma_d a8 c¢losely to the Neptune plan as permiseible for
the partieipating parachute snd glider echelons, Tue 1ar§e~
1y to pilet error, twenty-eight planes returned to their
departure areas without droppimg their paratroopers, many
paratrocrperé were _,_dropped' in the wi-ong droep zones and only
44 of 55 gliders lamnded in théir eorrect flelds.

The afare-menfioned. exercises tended to‘ eonfuse the
epeny elnce his intelligense asenei‘e#_report_ed eich mapsing -
of invaslon armadas, csuging Germen defenses tobe alerted.
(13) '
mvmx! 70 EA.REE&I:I-I!G AREAS

- In the mié.dle of Hay, the 10lst began moving to

agsigned airdromes and mershalling areas e:utend.ing from |
'Hewmury to Bretér in the south of Englend, where & security
~seal was imposed. TFarachute elemenis went to the same a.ir-
£ields from which only & few days before they hed enplamed
during the eonduct of exercime Bagle., Pilots of the planes
to be nset‘l in the channel erossing were the same ‘1X Troop
.Garrier Pila'_ba wi_th whom the Divis_:lon had worked..:ror the past
geven to cight months, While at the marshalling areas, men
were kept busy trying om and adjusting ehutes, pecking the
parapeX equipment bundles| loading snd leshing im gliders.
They wvére klda bdriefed on the coming operation, reeeived
final issues of supplies end waterproofed vehieles, |

(14) o

BRIEFING OF PATHFINDER PEBSOEBEI;

- All offiesrs and men partleipating im the Pathfinder

{(13) Jes.--z.g P, 60
(14) A-lj p. 71




Operation lived im one area surrounded by double apron

barbed wire, patrolled by sentries, Serviee persomel

lived within the area oscupied by the airborne treops.
The strietest seecurity was enforeed in respect to the safe-
Xeeping of ﬁaps; serial photographs, sand tables anﬂ'rigld
orders. ' |

Each‘man was required to memorize the road net in
his lending ares snd to draw & sketeh of it from memory.

‘Dally intelligence reports kept troops pested
eoncerning enemy activity in the landing areas,

0ffisers and NCOs were supplied ‘with 1/35 000 and
1/100 000 maps of the operatianal area, HNen in lower gradea
earried 1/50,000 and 1/100,000 of the drop zeme ares and

- vl Einity.

Smoke grenades, Tragmentation granades, panels,

_smmumition for weapnns and ratioms, issued to the pabhfinders

in aceordance with the Division SOP for a combat load, . .~
Were increased by as much as éeﬁ by some of the men due to
their imexperiemce, Mueh of this was abandoned: shortly-
after the drop. o .

Each team was supplied wlth Thompson uﬂbéuaehinb
guns for the team 1eader, &ssistsﬁt tean leader and the

light team leader. Eureks operators earried earbines and

ristels, while the light team personnel were armed with M-l

‘rifles. Up to six fragmentation grenades were issued to
- ea¢h men., Pathfinders had been ordered to use grenades and

Inives in the drop zome area to limit the diselosure of
their positions,.

Musette bags were g&nerully overloaded by the men
in the nnrshallina areas, Items should be limited to Dare R‘L
essentials, _ : |

First aid equipment issued ecnsisted of 1 bottle of
helizone tablets, 2 dressings, iafpaekefs ef‘aulranfﬁiiiht@pg
1 packet first ald and 1 box of morphine surettes.
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Uniforms consisted of impregnited jump suits,
with a wool sh’irf eand trousera tmderneeath. . The impregnite
Proved unmecess&ry 48 no gas was encou.ﬁterea but 1% helpsd.
to make the nni_i’o,r# wind and w_ﬁ_ter proof,  Jump suits had
8lso been sprayed with light greem peint to previde better
eamouflage, This also tended to wind and waterproof the
garment, (15) |

Path:find.ers were formed into groups whieh were |
‘asaigned the mission of mrking drop zones with hsliphene
and radar navigational aides, One officer and seven
enlisted men frere attached to each group for seaﬁrity to
Irotect men eﬁgaged in setting wp lights and hmly'mtr- -
igational aides, (16) | \

Final briefing of Pathfinders was held at 2000,
§ June, following whick all parachute persomel proceeded to . |
 their aireraft,

NARRATION
MOVEMENT OF PATHFINDERS TO THE OBJECTIVE

Pathfimder teams took off from North Witham Air-
drome eemmenecing at 2150, 5 Jume, 1944 st five minute inter-
vals. Iueﬁiately after erassing the French coast linme,
£lax &nd heavy machine gun ﬁre was eneounte:re& which
continued wntil the Jump waa nade,

Group A Jmped at approximately OOL5 inm the vie-
inity of St. Germain de V&rreville. . Teams were azsembled within
rifteen minutes, | The Eureka was i‘n.netioning.by 0030 and lights
were on by 0040. No enemy was encountered in the immediate
vieinity of the area, !Ehe firat of the seriala rren the 502ad
ussignea. téithls drep zm srrived at 0057, Lights and
Burexas remained om mtil 010 +o guide in stray aircraft
&t which time the path:tinders aoined. unite of the 1st Battalion,
502nd Parachute Infantry and later in the day reported teo their
Division Command Post,

(15) A-7, p. 1, 2, 3
(16) A-?, p‘ '*
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Teams one and ‘three of Group ¢ landed st approximately -
0027 in the vieinity of Hiesville, where they encowmntered
heavy_mae.hine'm fire, In spite of this, within ten min-
utes two Burekas, two lights and receiver-tranemitter of the
beeps beseon had been assembled. Due to =ngine troudle
the aireraft earrying team two was foreed down in the
ehannel. The power unit for the Begps Beaecon had been loat
through enew aetion and since only t wo lights remiained |
available, no T could be formed. This, as well as other e
experienees, polnts to the desirability of dio_pping duplieate
sets of equipment on cach drop Zone, | |

| Greup D« Junrped approximately 1000 yarés north

west of St. Come du l[ont at 0042, 5 June 1944, where they
were met by intenae German anti aireraft amd mashine gun
fire. As_sembly of the three teams was impossible, Az right
started as soon as Ahe raratroopers worked free of _‘bhe:l.i' chutes,
One Eureka waz set 1ntq operation and ocne light pade to fune-
tion', bnt this was later destroyed by enemy rire. No troops
were 'diseharg'ed by serials whieh followed later in the immed-
_iate vieinity of the pathfinders. Twenty-three of the fifty-
four offieers and men in this group were earried missing in
astion, | _ _

Group E of the Pathfinders executed their jJump landing
at 0029, Its teams were assembled within ten minutes at
vwhioh time they moved %o their landing zones and set up the
Eurekes. Both teams establighed Ps and made contaet with
approaching aircraft Bt 0040, _ | :

All pathrinder peraonnel at the Division Command Post
asaisted in ma.rking the glider landing zone near E:lesville
on the night of 6 June 1944, The Eureks weas eatablisheﬂ_. at
2030 and in operatiom by 2050, Smoke grenades were set oft at
2057 when gliders eame into view., (17)

(17) .A."'?, p‘ 6
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MOVEMENT OF PARATROOm SERIALS
| At 2215 on D-i, twenty minutes after the pathfinders
had &epni-ted from Korth Witham Alrdrome, four hundred and thirty
two C 47s commenced their departure from seven alrdromes seat-
"~ tered fhroughout the south of England with 6,600 paratroopers
of the 10lst Airborme Division aboard., They had beem scheduled
t0 commence di‘obping at E ninna five hours, {18)
When the lea.d.ing aehelens reashed ths eoast of
France a thiek barrage of ack ack fire enveloped them, Trans-
ports and gliders were grestically under contimuous fire and
brokxe formatiom. In their"1n§ys,;stiﬂt!@§£4nﬂr&tr§°?érs wers -
widely dispersed over a wide area, Units were ‘badl&'saattere;
and intermingled on lendiag, Instead of fully masembled units;
individuals and small gronps of men from &;rfgrent;argunizatienz
joined bogether to Tight ‘the émemy.  Dispersion would have
been greater if hoatiles air attacks had been made against the
transport serials, hawe’fe:lr fighter protection was ample and.
effestive, -m.anti-a‘imratt fire w have been lessemed
by attacks on the -part of our supporting planes against these
posiﬁans. (19) | - -
At 0125, the first of the three serials arrived,
~ dropping troops 1n'tha general ares of the arop zone. The
seeond and third serisls Tollowed with & few n:lnntes interval.
~ Their trainiu a8 individual righ'bers stood the
paratroopers in good stea&, pa.rtieularly so beecause the uajer-
1ty of men on landing had no upportunity to0 seocure thelr
heavy arms and equipment, . L )

A1l things eonsidered, the divisiom did not have a
£ n-od drep. Abpu‘h' 1500 troops were either nilad or eaptured
and approximately 60% of the equipment drepped was lost when
' the bundles fell inmto gwamps or fields covered by enemy fire.

(18) A4
(19 1-6. po’ ‘I
(20) L-—4. p. 14




Hostile resoetion was immediate &s soocm as the drep
was commeneed. German yositians were found to be well
organized, however the enemy was relustant to move out-of
his prepared defenses to attack, When enemy attaeks.
were‘mﬁde they ﬁ@rg selﬂoﬁ pushed vigorously, The eon-
fusion of the enemy tended to offset that of our owm troops.
(21) | | -

Agide from the effects of the ssattered airborme
drops, part of the econfusion of the emsmy cam be attribduted
to the bombing ralds which sommemeed in the early morming
'hours of D day and which had for their targetas the known -
eoastal batteﬁies. Alse, shoritly before H hour, 0730, |
the 9th Alrforse dropped several hundred tome of bombe
on enemy defenses in the Utah Beach Area,  Airborme ROVE~
ments were of eourse, eoordinated with these ralda, Prior
to the invaaion, air strikes had as’their'objeetiveﬁ the

' neutralization of rértifieations; demoralization ef the
enemy tfoops'and the disruption of enemy transporiation and

commnnicatiqn. _
 Pifty-one Waeo gliders,earrying commsnd personnel and

anti tank weapons same in early on D day morming., Hever

before had this type of landing been attempted im derimess.

Though many gliders were wrescked as they laﬁded, entalling

tThe loss or~perseﬁnel and equipment, losses were ﬁot excessive

End,the.missiqn was in general a sueéeus. The gliders

were under~ heavy anti airoraft fire during their trip seross

the Peninsula, _ . |
~Landing of the thirty-two Isrger Horsa type gliders,

at 2100, on D day, earrying sommand, sommunication, as well

&s medical personnel and eqﬁipnenf.suffered heavie: logses

in gliders and personnel beeause of the unsuitability

of the erari for the small landing fields. Equipment, how-.

ever suffered_little damage ., ‘
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ACTIVITIRS OF lalST AIRBORHE 33113 ON D DAY
The four seriales of the 502nd Parachute Infantry

came in ten minutes apart, the second battaliom leadfing with
Regimental Haédquarters, followed by the Third and First

“Battalions acoompanied by the Artillery Battalion, Having .

failed to lend im drop zome A as planned, a large percentage

of the Second Battalicm oame down on the southern edge of

drop zZone c; Aséembly-eonsnmed moat of the day and the
battalion was unable to fight as a unit during the day.

The Third Battalion commander, Lt. CGol, Robert
G, Gale, lended seversl hundred yardse east of St.’ﬁero Eglise,
where he eollected about thirty men rrom various wits includ-

ing the 506th Parachute Infentry as well &s the 82nd

‘Alyborme. While moving his group te the two morthern exits

of the beach, his command smowballed to seventy-five. Lt
cel.rcele split his forece to seize beaech exits three and four.
ﬁt.OQSO, the enemy began retreating acroia cauze~
way three from the beach and were met by devastating fire from
Lt. Col Cole's group, Fiftty to sev&nty-rivelﬁermans ﬁere
killed and many eaptured, At 1300, the Third Battalion
contacted the PFirat Battalian of the 8th Infantry, ¢th
Biviaian. By the &ays end, L%. Colo Gole ‘had £50 mem 1n hisms
greup.r That night his Bgttalian wes ordered to assenble
in the vieinity of Blosville as Regimental Reserve,

- The First Battalion of the 502nd Parschute Infantry
Regiment, lead by Lt. Col. Cassidy, had a stiff fight for its
D day obJective.after lamnding near St, Germain de 7nrr!v111§,
a mile from its firet objective, the artillery garrison build- |
ings designated as WXYZ, Kis foroe, celiected'trom his own
Battalian, found their first objeetive, & house at the eross
roads west of St, Martin de varreville, oecnyied hy a8 dozen
hen under Lt. Col. Steve 4, Chappius of the Second Battalion,
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Defences were established at St. Martin de Varreville to

rrevent the enemy from moving to the beach area., Fightlng

< at buildings X, Y, and Z contimued for most of the day.

At 1530, the Germans were driven from the last c':f the |
buiid.ings. Company € was ordered to Beuzeville while
B Compeny reassembled in 'bhe Artillery Barrecks. (22)

The 506th Parachute Regiment was widely scat-

teréd during its drop. Ten of the eighty-one planes
scheduled to drop on Zene ¢ arrived there, It immediately .

beetate engaged 1n & stiff fight along the back edges of the

- Inupdated area,

Elements of the lst Battalion, 506th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, under Colonel Turner, were delayed in
their é.dvsnce on Pouppeville,

The 2nd Battalion, 506th, wnder Lt, Col. Robert
L. Strayer, advanced on exit #2, the Battalion having
a&chleved a rapia assembly of about two hundred men,
It was held up between Foucarville and St., Germain de
Farreville by machine gun and artillery ﬁre.. Part of
Company D by-passed the enemy snd resched exit #2 at
1800. By 1800, the Battaliom organized at Foudienville,
' The Regimental Headquarters at Culeville had
no conteet with the Seeond amd fhird Battaliens,

 Colomel Sink, the Regimental Gommanﬂ.e;-, sent out patrolas

to attempt eontact But thia was achieved only with imelgzted
eRemy -groups, As reinforeements gathered, by the triékling
of men into the CP, Colonel Sink sent s group te alg am

‘ element of the 506tk whieh was atfa_,eking & previously

unlocated enemy 105mm gum posmitiom, Ted by Captain Pateh,
the same element attacked St, Marie du Mont simultaneonaly

witk elements of the 4th Infantry Divieionm, When forees

of the 2nd Battalion arrived that evening, Colomel Sink

(22) 4-4, p, 17 - 23,
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had & forse of approximately six humdred and fifty men,
nowever, there was still nb contact with the Third Battalion.,
Unknown $o the Regimentsl Commander, & small ferce
of the Third Batialion of slightly nére then platoon strength
_ under Captain Shettle, seized the Le Port Bridges by 0430,
They crossed to hthe other side tut were driven back by mﬁe:{ier
forees. GCaptein Shettle Bad set up & defemsive line along
the Divisioms scuthern flank, (23) |
Completion of the Division's defensive line in the
south was the missiom of the First and Second Battalions of the
. BClst Paré.ehute Infantry Regimen‘ﬁ‘. ecommanded by colonelr Johngon,
‘The Firet Battelion was to selize the lock om the Douve at La
Barguette and the Second Battalion was te blow the bridges
~.on the road frem St. Tome du ll_ont to Carentan, The Regiment
had also. been ordered to tske 3St. Come dw Mont, dbut this proved
impéihle on D Day, |
Upon landing, Golonel Howard R. Johmson collected -
about a hwwmdred and £ifty mem, prineipally from the 506th
Farachute Regiment and moved to the Douve Rlver Looks in
La Ba._rq_'aette. The looks were taken by a foree of aboﬁt rifty
of Colemel Jokmsocn's men, The Colonel then sent patrols out °
to the bridges two thousand yards up the river, but their
movements im_r:“u atopped by heavy eﬁemy fire. Leaving defenses
‘at the loek, Colomel Johmson then prnee§ded with about L£ifty
. men north to .Bse Addeville, a thousand yards to the north-
west, where ‘Hajor Allen, Regimental 3-3 had éathered a foree
of about & hundred men, Colonel Johnson then returned to Is
Barquette with part of the combined forees with the imtemtion
of moving on the bridges upstream, Having learned that about
‘two kumdred snd Tifty men of the 1st Battalion, 50lst Parachute
Reginent nad gathered under Col, Ballard at Les Proueries,
(23) Aa-4, p2e-24 ‘
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Colenel Johmsom wished to joim ferses with this group.

_ Un:erfmately,’ he was geparated from Col,';.:Ballaré. by enemy

forees, Colonel Johmson moved his foree teward La Barqueite
at 1380, but was met by enemy artilleryand mortar fire eoning

from St. Come &u Mont amd Carentem, A Lt. Farrell, & naval

_shore fire conirel offiser, contacted the Quiney, whiech was

just off shore, and sileneed the fire,  Colonel Johnamn

‘resumed his efforts to .take the Douve Bridges, btut hisa efforts

were repwlled by the enemy.
- By the end. of the aay, Colonel Johmson had aueonplish—

- ed only a part of the Regimenta.l lission, the part asaigned to

the First Battalion. The Second Battalion had béen helé up
near St. Gone du Mont and was never a.‘ble to move to the
Carentan Bri_dges. The 501lst had sem_n'ed. thg loek at La
Bai-cj,uatte, but strong résiata.me prevented ths eapture of
5t. Come dut_-llont ag well as the destruetiom of the railroad

and highway bridges north of Carentan. {24) bl G

Tifspite of the fast that fighting-had mqtigens . '
mardwz 3¢ plem; -the- 101@‘& mcen:gliaheﬂ Shy dept inportant
ai' d%s P m misstons by e:.msme tﬁe way for ‘the w6 vement
of “the ,seaborne forees mla.:nﬁ.. @_a_ltap {D))

. The weakeat feature at *‘the end o.f D du was the lack
of ‘ecmm.teation. Alse, a time lag of six hours’ 'batween
the time of request and the time of exeeution of_ air support
rissions, nullified their effect at the eritiecsl time, .(25)
ACTIVITIES ON D PLUS ONE |

Most of the aetien'_o:r the J,élst_ Alrborme Division

on D plue one involved ‘the 'destrnctien of sesttered ememy

groups within the beachhead.perimeter, Sizeable enemy poekete

existed whieh had to be eliminated to establish emeation
and supply limes.

(24) A-4 D,23-30
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:Eart of D plue One was also apent mnoving the

AR
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First and Seeond Battalicms of the 506'bh Pa-raclmte Intsntry

and the Second Battslion n:_‘.‘ the 501st into position for an

attack on St. Come du Mont, To this foree was added a

Battalion of the 40lst Gliﬂ.er Inimtry, whieh had arrived

by sea, also the Third Battallon’ }& the 501lst Parachute |

Battalion as well as nea.rly % Battalions of Artillery

and some light tanks.z\?_a_e_hxap (B) | |
Captaim Shettle's group at Le Port wa.s engaged. by

elements of the German 6th Parachute Regiment, however, the

enemy'e attempt to reach the ‘nridgés held .""by thib group |

was repelled,  The same German unit, supported by mortars

and artillery, attacked Colomel Johmson's positiom, With

amgunition near exhaustion, Colonel Johmnson's group fortun-

ately stopped the attack., MNamy of tke enemy mrendefed. (26)

ACTIVITIES OF TEE 101S® AIRBORNE DIVISION-ON D PLUS 2 -
Since the c¢apture of St. Come du Momt would permit '

the sdvanee toward Garén’oan and the relief of Colenmel John-

son's growp im the La Barquette Lowck' Area, the attack on

the town was scheduled for 0445, Infsntry were to move to-

ward %, Come du Ho:ht behind a ‘rolling barrage of the 65th

Field Artillery Battalion. Attacking forees ineluded

~ five battallions under Golimel Sink among whiok were the

First and Secomd Battalioms of the'sdeth, the Second and

Third Battalions of the 501lst and the Third Battaliom of

the 327th Gl.ié.er, Regiment. This regiment,having serrived

on D plus 2 by sea, was immediately eommitted., Also

‘attached were elght light tanks, five six pounder amti-

tank gune and five 37mm gums, The 377th Field Artillery

‘Battalion also had a small group of perscmmnel and one gum

sa.ivaged. from the D day Jump employed.

(25) A-6, p. 10
(26) 4-~4, p. 70-75
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The Third Bnttal:lcm of the 327th Glider Regiment
was to skirt the east of the tmm, advance to the main roaa
beyomd the towm, then go to the Carentan eauseway and ‘bl__w_'
the bria.ggs. In the eenter of the attacking foree, Jgst .
nerth of Lss Droueries was the Third Battalion of the 501s%,
whieh was to attaek the hain. highway jnat $0 the sourth of
5t. Come du Mont., The lst and 2nd Battalioms of the 506th
were to dri're directly on the ton. | _

The attaek sta.rtea a.t 0445, preeeded by fire on
- Tifteen targets whieh had previously been registered.
By 0645, the 65th Field Artillery had.:fired. approximately
'2500 rommds. In the atteck, the Third Battalion of the
5ﬂlst rén into the heaviest resistance at lLes Drouveries,

!roops had reached the line of departure just before
the jump o:E:L' and were nesr exhanaticm. Company D of the
506th went to Vierv:llle, where 1t had fought previously,
miat&ting its ‘mission. It them swung north along the road
%o St. Come du Momt, Company 4 of the 506th followed Compmay.
‘D in the sdvance, Part of _Gonpar.uy A failed to get the attack
orda:&.  The whole operation stalled on Dead Man's Cormer,
south of Ler Droueries. The 501st brushed the flanka of |
the 327tk and in front of the 50lst was the 506th. Solomel
Ewell of the 50lst requested the First Battalion of the 506th
to pull out of his seetor, The First Battalion, though ordered
to move to the west by Colonel Sink, had become immobilized |
by engaging in hedgerow fighting in the fields east of St,
Come dm Momt, Company H of the 506+h Parachute Infantry
pede what wag to have been the battalions advanse from the
east, This unit penetrated the first line of hougses onrthe
- eastern edge of St. Come du Momt but wece foreed baek,
| At 0800, the Third Battalion of the 50lst, wader
~ Colomel Ewell; reached the main highway just above the.junetion
of the ?19:&1110 réad. He moved the battalion somik.along
the highwey to #elze the sauseway and bridges, but was met

by heavy machine gun fire piom the buildings at the firat




bridge at Pont du Dbuﬂre, supplemented by S8um fire eoming
from Carentan,  He pnlled his battaliom baak to the east of
the Carentan - St. come du Momt road. The CGermsns eoumter-
attacked from the north, coMing down both sldes of the roa.d |
from St. Come du l[ont. The PFirst Battalion of the 5051:11
met this threat from the north, them turmed toward St. Come
du ¥omt, At 1430, Colonel Ewell‘a Third Battallion Hf-the
501lst stormed the hill to the west of the Carentam - Cher-
bourg road which gave the paratreoperé an east - west line
str&ﬁdimg the rood and facing north.. Forty ecasualties,
elther killed or wounded, were suffered during the day out
of the onme hundred aad sixty who had started fighting with
Colonel Ewell, _
The Glider Battalion,whieh had remained im positien
. in the rear during the day, was ordered to proeeed to col-
onel Ewell's zright. By the tine the reinforeement was
effected the Germans withdrew, At -1600, a patrel from the
First Batialion of the 506th emtered St., Come &u Eon'b and

,_,_.,‘s-h.-&‘ T kgt

round it empty. (27):Mp (F

PR Lt

\ AG?IVITIES ON THE EIM.EIKTE m M OF JURE
v

f{,_, é Carentan, the mext major objective of the Divisien

?‘ Was not to be secured until 14 June 1944, However, during
“ \?\ the period 8, 9, and 10 m,-reconnaissanee elements of
\K §$--' the Divisiom were in eontact with the enemy on t-he towm's

AN -y~ outskirts, The need for the repeir of the bridges leading
to the town was one of the reasms.a for the déley in the atta.ek.
-~§;  On the temth, the Second Battalion of the 502nd spesrhesding
- the 506tk Regiment had taken positions along the Caremtan -
St Come du Mont highway, & mile. .ndi'thwes'.t of the towm,
The First and Secend Battal:lons of the 327th Gliﬁ'er Regiment,
ag well as the 501st Paraehute Regiment, had cut the highway
leading from the town to the east, (28)

(27). - A-1, p. 154-159 | o
(28) A-4, p, 78-87 ‘
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ANALYSIS AWD CRITICISM
1 SUPPLY |

The 101l8% Airborme Division arranged to have ome
day of.ciass'l, i1, v, medical and eertain Class 2 signal
s&pplieg prestoekha at the resupply departure fields, The
Divigion Administrative Order stated that these stooks were
to be available on eall; Actually,however, on D day plus one,
‘a full parachute resupply serial was flown for the Division
on an autématie basis; Only_fdur traﬁspn:ta were lost
during flight out of & total of one hundred sad eighteen..
planes committed.

The Division &elegate& nsny resn;ply arrangements
to the Air Forees. The Division Ge4 waa_taken to the eombat
ares im the initial serial. Initial resupply by air iz so
vital that aaéquhte staff representation witk effleient
compunieation forward is essential. . _

Suppiies should be aceurately delivered in émall
lots as called for by local combat commanders rather than
dropped in mass over a wide ares. Largé scale parachute
‘resupply drops proved wasteful. ‘(BQ)V/

Supply,other th@n that supplied by air, wag to have
been the responsibility of the Corps to whieh attached until
supply was taknn over by ixmy 650)“/

2,  MISSION | |

The mission of the Division was well selected
and the eperatiog not only contributed te the rapi&:rs&uotieh
of the Utah Beach Defenses, but also expedited the attaimment
of depth in'the beachhead,  The Qparatian proved that landings,
not only of paratroopers! bat of glider troops as well, can
be suceessfully made at night, The timing of- tke drep ia
the hours of darimess had a devastating effeot upom the
éneny 1in that he beeane eonfused and was unable t0 make a

timely eastimate of the strength of our feorcea mor of their

objectivens, The use of Alrborne Troops foroes the enemy

(29) A-6,p 6
(30) A-9,p 119
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%o take more wideapread Aefensivs measures of vital installa-
tions thus slowing down his ability to take aggressith sction,

| !hg operation demonstrated thaf airborne trubps can be suesess-
felly used to saize‘,r, hold or otherwlse exploit iﬁpbr‘baﬁt
tactieal localities in conjumébtion with or pending the arrival
of other forses, It do;onétratod,in par¢isul#r, that
AiTborne elements are needed to assist amphibious forees
to gain a Ioethold on a rortiried ooast line,

. 3. AIR SUFPORT |

Alreraft should accompany airborne units in flisht

'

&F R \\\to resonnolitre and attack enemy positions impeding the flight
A0 of the Adrborme Units, |
N

4, EQUIFMENT

| Losses of pathfinder equipment sustained in this
operation points to the neceasity ér dropping dwplisate
.gsets of‘di:eetional alds on each drop ions. Component parts
of eaeh.navigafiunal-aid shonld be Jumped by onme man to uveid
- loss of parts and time required for their assembly, Im the
operhtiu; under.disaussion, rarts of one direetiomal aild
- were in some gases earried by two men who became aecparated
 in the landing thus rendering the aid inoperabdle, (31)
Directional lights that can be seenm for great dim-
tances by enemy growmd forees must be avoided and effort must
be made to develop methods of marking drep zones that cannot
be deteeted by the enemy.
; Transport DPlanes ahould be equipped with self-sealing
gas tanks and light armor in vital points to furnish protesction
l;.against small arms fire, (32)
" 4 great deal of the Pproperty abandoned at the time
of the landing eould have been saved by more rigid tnspeetian
of individual loads at depsrture areas, I+t is 1upraetiea1 to
rartieipate in a night operation burdened by exeesss food

and ele'bhi.'gg. (33) )
(1) 4-6, p 5

: (52) AvB, Pp. 12
(.33) 4-6, p, 12
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5. ORGANIZATION OF AIRBORNE DIVISION
" Airbornme Divisioms should not eontain a large

proportion of personnel and eduipment'ineapable of belng
transported by alr, otherwise important ground action must
in some oases awalt the arrival of reinforeemants-

Tables of organization ghould provide that axtra
staff offisers be sllotted major alrbor headguarters ia
order to farnish reﬁlaeem&uts of key staff offieers lost
1n aetion. |

The oper&tian proved the &e:irahility of a sounter-
part of the British Airborne Command. The Americean Airborme
Divisions had to ecimplete most of their arrangements 1ndépaud-
ly. (24) |
6. LAXDINGS

Landings, not only of the Path:inders,-but also
of those who were to follow, took place astride roads near
‘enemy defensive pestiéng. Group D of the Pathfinders was
dropped along a read defended by two enemy plateas reinforeed
by mortars. A4s & result oub foroes suffered a ferty;tiva pere
sent cﬁanalty rate, (38) o

' Large losses sustalned iﬁ the landing of the Horasa
gllders teaches the desirebility of a detalled study of
landing terrain and a proper selection of landing egquipment
suiteble for the terrainm, |

LESSONS
1, Elanntng of Air%orne Operations must be aarrieﬁ
'ont in minute detall and the excoution of the plan muat be

g

properly su@ervised.

. 24 Landtngs by glider troepa as well as Yy paratrooyers
?ﬁ san be aneeessrnlly made at night. !rtining must 1nelnde 8
o eonaiaerable portion of night fighting.
_jG’:fpp‘E. A' Close lagistieal support of Airhorna troops must
(\*%gﬁ be mada, T T
o ——tr

(34) 4-6, p. 12
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4, ' Personnel and equipment of Airborne umits shbula_v

be oapable of being transported by air,

5. . Drop zones for puratraoyers Eha landing fields

m

for gliders gust be carerully gseleotedy! 7 Faull-ume &aNt Ve
A MM - ATl IO 3

AR A
made of all 1ntelliganee_pa$ﬁain1@g to the target area

and the type of eqniﬁnent availahle for use must be
sonsidered, o 1 |

6. Inmediate replacements ef key personnel for

IR PR TR SR

ap rrenw
A e 8 o e

Airborne Tnits should he made availahle.

Te o Snpply problens must not, if svoiddble, be

delogate& and shouldibe eloaely supervised by wmit peraonnel.

wm

8. Air support shonla he 1mned1atoly avniltblo to

HEPET AR

nttack groun& targets.
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_9. Air-greund comuwnieatiun should be 1nprovua to

et

re&uee the time lag bvetweem the request ter & missiom and |

1ts ezeuutian.

10, Airborne Di?isiana shauld work nnaer an Airborln 7
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Command rather than independently.
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